
 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF THE SPEAKERS 
Names sorted in accordance with the agenda 

 

Angel Gurría, Secretary-General, OECD 

 

Angel Gurría came to the OECD following a distinguished career in public service, 
including two ministerial posts. As Mexico’s Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1994 to 
1998, he made dialogue and consensus-building one of the hallmarks of his 
approach to global issues. He then served as Mexico’s Minister of Finance and 
Public Credit from 1998 to 2000. He steered Mexico’s economy through a change of 
Administration without a recurrence of the financial crises that had previously 
dogged such changes. As OECD Secretary-General, since June 2006, he has 
reinforced the OECD's role as a “hub” for global dialogue and debate on economic 
policy issues while pursuing internal modernisation and reform. Under his 
leadership, OECD has expanded its membership to include Chile, Estonia, Israel and 
Slovenia and opened accession talks with Russia. It has also strengthened links with 
other major emerging economies. The OECD is now an active participant in both the 
G-8 and the G-20 Summit processes. 

Annick Girardin, Minister of State for Development and Francophony, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Development, France 

 

Annick Girardin has been Minister of State for Development and Francophony of the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development since April 2014. 
In addition to her position at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Development, she has been Representative of the first district of Saint-Pierre-et-
Miquelon since 2007; Member of the Territorial Council of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon 
since 2000 and Vice-president of the French section of the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Francophony. 

Hans-Jürgen Heimsoeth, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Germany to the OECD, and Chair of 
the OECD Development Centre 

 

Ambassador Hans-Jürgen Heimsoeth took up his duties as Permanent 
Representative of Germany to the OECD in July 2012. He started his diplomatic 
career in the German Foreign Office in 1981 and held various posts in Bonn 
(Germany), Moscow (Soviet Union), Mogadishu (Somalia), Brasilia (Brazil) and 
Warsaw (Poland). From 1989 to 1994, he served as Private Secretary to the Federal 
President, Richard von Weizsäcker. Mr. Heimsoeth was appointed Ambassador and 
Commissioner for the Baltic Sea Region at the Federal Foreign Office in 2000 and 
chaired the Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) of the Council of the Baltic Sea 
States (CBSS) until 2001. After 2001, he headed several divisions at the Federal 
Foreign Office in Berlin dealing with Central Eastern Europe, the Baltic States and 
some Nordic States, the Benelux, as well as German Transborder Cooperation. From 
2005-2008, Mr. Heimsoeth was Consul-General in New York (United States). From 
2008 until his nomination as Permanent Representative of Germany to the OECD, 
Mr. Heimsoeth was Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Kiev 
(Ukraine). After graduating from 1976 to 1977 several examinations of the 
University of Freibourg (Germany), in history, philosophy and German language, he 
received a degree in political science from the Institut d’Études Politiques (IEP) in 
Paris in 1979, and a Ph.D. in history in 1987. 



 

 

 

Carl Dahlman, Head of Global Development Research, OECD Development Centre 

 

Carl Dahlman is Head of the Thematic Division and Head of Global Development 
Research at the OECD Development Centre. He is charge of the annual publication 
Perspectives on Global Development, and responsible for ensuring the quality of the 
other research products of the Division. He collaborates in the formulation of the 
Centre’s policy messages and the management of dialogue processes with a view to 
maximizing the OECD policy impact and value added. He joined the OECD in 
September 2013 from Georgetown University where he was Associate Professor in 
the School of Foreign Service from 2005 to 2013. Prior to that, he spent 25 years at 
the World Bank in various research, policy, and managerial positions including as 
the Bank’s Resident Representative in Mexico (1994-1997), Staff Director of the 
1998-1999 World Development Report - Knowledge for Development, and Senior 
Advisor at the World Bank Institute (1999-2004). 

Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Chairperson, Board of Governors, the Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations (ICRIER), India 

 

Isher Judge Ahluwalia is Chairperson of the Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations (ICRIER), where she also leads the Research and 
Capacity Building Program on Urbanisation in India. Besides being on the Boards of 
a number of Research Institutes in India, she is also an independent Director on the 
Board of SAIL (Steel Authority of India) and member of the National Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Council. Awarded Padma Bhushan by the President of India in 
2009 for her service in the fields of education and literature, Ms. Ahluwalia was 
Chairperson of the High Powered Expert Committee on Urban Infrastructure and 
Services from 2008 to 2011 and before this, she was member of the Eminent 
Persons Group of the Asian Development Bank from 2006 to 2007, which submitted 
its report “Towards a New Asian Development Bank in a New Asia” to the President 
of the Asian Development Bank in 2007. 

Amadou Ba, Minister of Economy and Finance, Senegal 

 

Amadou Ba is the current Minister of Economy and Finance of Senegal. As the Head 
of this institution, Mr. Ba has actively participated in the elaboration of the Plan 
Emerging Senegal, an ambitious programme for the development of the economy 
that is currently implemented. Before joining the Ministry of Economy and Finance 
in September 2013, he held the position of Director General of Taxes and Domains 
for seven years where he conducted important reforms. Some of his most 
important achievements are the fiscal reform that led to the adoption of a new 
General Code for Taxes; the evaluation of the 2008 and 2009 fiscal expenses; the 
development and implementation of the Development Plan of the Fiscal 
Administration (PDSAF 2008-2012), and the signing of the first performance 
contract (2009-2011) between the fiscal administration and the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance. 

  



 

 

Mario Cimoli, Director, Division of Production, Productivity and Management, United Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-ECLAC) 

 

Mario Cimoli is the Director of the Division of Production, Productivity and 
Management at the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC). He has been appointed as co-director (with Giovanni Dosi and Joseph 
Stiglitz) of two task forces (Industrial Policy and Intellectual Property Rights Regimes 
for Development) of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue of the Columbia University 
(New York) and he is co-chairing (with Justin Yifu, Dani Rodrik and Joseph Stiglitz) 
the Scientic Committee for Industrial Policy of the International Economic 
Association (IEA). In 2004, he was awarded the Philip Morris Chair of International 
Business at the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies (University of Pisa). He 
obtained his Ph.D. at the University of Sussex and since 1992 he is Professor of 
Economics at the University of Venice (Ca’ Foscari). 

Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

 

Mario Pezzini has been the Director of the OECD Development Centre, an institution 
where governments, enterprises and civil society organisations informally discuss 
questions of common interest, since 2010. The Centre helps policy makers in OECD 
and partner countries find innovative solutions to the global challenges of 
development. Before joining the Development Centre, Mr. Pezzini was Deputy 
Director of the Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate, and 
prior to that, Head of the Regional Policy Division, covering policy analysis on urban 
development, rural development, regional competitiveness and public governance. 
Before joining the OECD, Mr. Pezzini was Professor in Industrial Economics at the 
École Nationale Supérieure des Mines de Paris as well as in American and Italian 
Universities. On several occasions, he has acted as an economic advisor for 
international organisations and think tanks in the field of economic development, 
industrial organisation and regional economics. 

Erik Solheim, Président du CAD, Direction de la coopération pour le développement (DCD-CAD), OCDE 

 

Erik Solheim took the lead of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
in 2013. He is now also serving as United Nations Environment Programme’s special 
envoy for environment, conflict and disaster. From 2007 to 2012, he held the 
combined portfolio of Norway’s Minister of the Environment and International 
Development; he also served as Minister of International Development from 2005 
to 2007. During his time as Minister, Mr. Solheim emphasised the importance of 
conflict prevention, highlighted capital, taxation and business as engines of 
development, and sought to integrate development assistance into overall foreign 
policy. Mr. Solheim cites as one of his most important achievements his role in 
establishing the UN REDD, the global program to conserve the world rain forests. He 
also initiated Norwegian partnership with countries such as Brazil, Guyana and 
Indonesia. He also introduced important new legislation in Norway, notably the 
Nature Diversity Act that led to the creation of many new national parks. He has 
received several awards for his work on climate and the environment. From 2000 to 
2005, Mr. Solheim was the main negotiator in the peace process in Sri Lanka. He has 
also contributed to peace processes in Burundi, Nepal, Myanmar and Sudan. He was 
leader of the Socialist Left party (SV) from 1987 to 1997, and served as a member of 
the Norwegian parliament for twelve years 

 



 

 

 

Dorothy Ng’ambi Tembo, Deputy Executive Director, International Trade Centre 

 

Dorothy Tembo has been serving as Deputy Executive Director of the International 
Trade Centre (ITC) since 3 June 2014. Prior to joining the ITC, Ms. Tembo served as 
the Executive Director of the multi donor funded Enhanced Integrated Framework 
Programme (EIF) based at the World Trade Organisation from 2008 to 2013. During 
her tenure, she spearheaded the re-launch of the programme supporting at the 
time 48 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in addressing their trade related technical 
assistance and supply side constraints. Before joining the EIF, she was the Chief 
Trade Negotiator and Director, Foreign Trade, in the Ministry of Commerce, Trade 
and Industry, Zambia. One of the key responsibilities during her tenure was leading 
the Zambian technical team in their capacity as LDC Coordinator during the WTO 
Hong Kong Ministerial meeting that among other issues took decisions on extending 
duty and quota free market access to the group, the setting in motion of the Aid for 
Trade Agenda, and endorsing the commencement of the Integrated Framework 
Programme enhancement. Ms. Tembo is an expert in trade and development issues 
with experience spanning over a period of 28 years. 

Frank Matsaert, Chief Executive Officer, TradeMarkEastAfrica 

 

Frank Matsaert is the Chief Executive Officer of TradeMark East Africa (TMEA), a 
not-for-profit organisation funded by a range of development agencies to promote 
regional trade and economic integration within East Africa. Mr. Matsaert is an 
experienced senior economic development and private sector specialist with an 
extensive track record in strategy, programme delivery and management in Africa 
and Asia. Prior to his role at TMEA, Mr. Matsaert was the Senior Growth, Trade and 
Investment Adviser for East Africa at the DFID office in Nairobi, Kenya where he was 
responsible for establishing and managing DFID’s regional approach and 
programmes. 

Christiane Bögemann-Hagedorn, Deputy Director General, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), Germany 

 

Christiane Bögemann-Hagedorn holds the post of Deputy Director General for North 
Africa, Middle East, South-Eastern and Eastern Europe, and Latin America at the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. Since the 
beginning her career with the Ministry, she has mainly focused on development 
policy strategy and development in Africa. As head of the Directorate for Civil 
Society and Private Sector during the last four years, she steered the shift in German 
development policy towards non-governmental actors, including private 
enterprises, and paved the way for promoting private sector and SME development, 
jobs and inclusive green growth to get greater prominence in the national and 
international development agendas (G 20). 

  



 

 

Owen Barder, Senior Fellow & director for Europe, Center for Global Development 

 

Owen Barder is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Global Development and Director 
for Europe. He is member of the Advisory Group of Twaweza, the Board of Publish 
What You Fund, and a member of the UK Government International Development 
Sector Transparency Panel. Before joining the Center for Global Development, 
Mr. Barder was a British civil servant from 1988 to 2010, during which time he 
worked in Her Majesty’s Treasury, including as Private Secretary to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; No.10 Downing Street, as Private Secretary (Economic Affairs) to the 
Prime Minister; and the Department for International Development, where he was 
variously Director of International Finance and Global Development Effectiveness, 
Director of Communications and Information, and head of Africa Policy & Economics 
Department. 

Shada Islam, Director of Policy, Friends of Europe 

 

Shada Islam is responsible for policy oversight of Friends of Europe’s initiatives, 
activities and publications. She has special responsibility for the Asia Programme 
and for the Development Policy Forum. Ms. Islam is the former Europe 
correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic Review and has previously worked on 
Asian issues at the European Policy Centre. She is closely involved with initiatives to 
promote Asia-Europe exchanges including within the context of ASEM (Asia Europe 
Meetings). As a journalist, Ms. Islam also worked extensively on development 
questions including relations between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) states, as well as on world trade, including the Doha Round. She continues to 
write on EU foreign and security policy, EU-Asia relations and trade and 
development issues for leading Asian, European and international publications. 

Ramesh Mashelkar, Chairman of the National Innovation Foundation of India, President of the Global 
Research Alliance, India 

 

R.A. Mashelkar is Chairman of the National Innovation Foundation of India, 
President of the Global Research Alliance (GRA), India. Mr. Mashelkar is the 
President of Global Research Alliance, a network of publicly funded R&D institutes 
from Asia-Pacific, Europe and USA with over 60 000 scientists. He served as the 
Director General of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) for over 
eleven years. He was also the President of the Indian National Science Academy and 
President of Institution of Chemical Engineers (UK). Deeply connected with the 
innovation movement in India, he is currently the Chairman of India’s National 
Innovation Foundation and Marico Innovation Foundation besides being a member 
of I-20, the global summit of innovation leaders. He is on the Board of Directors of 
several industries and is a Fellow of several prestigious societies and academies. He 
has won several awards and received honorary doctorates from 28 universities, 
among them the Padma Shri in 1991 and the Padma Bhushan in 2000. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from the University of Bombay. 

  



 

Benyamin Lakitan, Senior Advisor at the Ministry of Research and Technology, Republic of Indonesia 

 

Benyamin Lakitan is Senior Advisor at The Ministry of Research and Technology, 
Republic of Indonesia. Prior to this position, he was a Deputy Minister (2010-2013) 
and Secretary General (2007-2010) at the same ministry. He was elected as the best 
lecturer by the Ministry of Education and Culture in 1991, and promoted to 
professor in 1998 at the Sriwijaya University, Indonesia. His interest in innovation 
system arose in 2005 when he was assigned to work for the Ministry of Research 
and Technology. In 2009-2010, he actively involved in restructuring organisation of 
the ministry, to make it more suitable for strengthening innovation system; and 
redirecting R&D activities from supply-push to demand-driven approach. As Deputy 
Minister in 2010 to 2013, his main responsibility was on S&T institutional affairs, 
including corroborating ethical conduct in R&D communities. 

Yu Shi, Senior Economist and Deputy Coordinator, Ministry of Science and Technology, China 

 

Yu Shi is currently serving the position of Senior Economist and Deputy Coordinator, 
Division of General Administration and Policy, Department of Policy and 
Regulations, Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), China. From 2000 to 2002, 
she worked in the Division of S&T Industrial Parks Administration, Torch High-tech 
Industrial Development Center (Torch Center), MOST, China. Accumulation 
experiences in technology incubation, transfer and industrialisation, she further 
pursued her study in National University of Singapore (NUS) and received a Master 
Degree of Public Policy during 2002-2003. After she was back from Singapore to 
Beijing, she founded a high-tech firm, YueYiSheng Tech Co. and transferred it about 
2 years later. Then before she took her current position, she served as Economist 
and Deputy Director, Division of S&T Industrial Parks Administration, Policy and 
Research, High and New Technology Enterprises, General Administration and 
Planning in Torch Center, MOST, China. She majored in Economics and Public Policy. 
She had academic training both in China and Singapore. She is experienced in STI 
policy design, implementation and evaluation, as well as administration of 
technology incubator and S&T Industrial Park. She received her B.A. on Economics 
from Nankai Uninversity, China in 1999 and joined Division of Enterprises, Tianjin 
Technology Incubation Center, China in 1999. 

Subathirai Sivakumaran, Team Lead for Impact Measurement, Knowledge and Capacity Building, 
Business Call to Action, UNDP 

 

Subathirai Sivakumaran is the Team Lead for Impact Measurement, Knowledge and 
Capacity Building at the BCtA. She is also a lead author of the UNDP publication 
“The MDGs: Everyone’s Business”, a member of the author team for the UNDP 
regional report in Eastern Europe and the former CIS on Business Solutions to 
Poverty and contributed research to the UNDP report Creating Value for All. In 
addition, she is the author of “Market Analysis in Emergencies” on reviving and 
analysing markets in emergency situations (a Cash Learning Partnership 
publication), an author of the UNDP paper “A Third Way for Official Development 
Assistance”, and has also authored on microfinance, the role of the private sector in 
emergency situations and impact investing. Previously to her time in UNDP, 
Ms. Sivakumaran was the Country Director of Room to Read Sri Lanka, an 
international educational non-profit building schools, libraries and supporting girls 
on scholarship in the tsunami and conflict zones of the country. Prior to that, she 
was a research analyst with the investment bank Morgan Stanley in London 
covering energy and commodity companies in Europe and the Middle East. 



Dirk Pilat, Deputy Director, Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry, OECD 

 

Dirk Pilat is Deputy Director of the OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and 
Industry (STI). As Deputy Director, he supports the Directorate’s programme of work 
and contributes to the achievement of the strategic goals of the Organisation as 
defined by the OECD Secretary-General. He joined the OECD in 1994 and has 
worked on the OECD Innovation Strategy and OECD Green Growth Strategy, how to 
draw greater benefits from information technology for economic growth, how to 
strengthen growth performance in OECD economies, how to strengthen the 
performance of the services sector, as well as work on climate change, labour 
markets, product market regulation, productivity and entrepreneurship. He was 
Head of the Science and Technology Policy Division from 2006 to 2009, with 
responsibility for the OECD’s Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy, and 
Head of the Structural Policy Division, with responsibility for the OECD’s Committee 
on Industry, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, from 2009 to 2012. Before joining 
the OECD, Mr. Pilat was a researcher at the University of Groningen, in the 
Netherlands, where he also earned his PhD in Economics. 

Jon Lomøy, Director, Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD 

 

Jon Lomøy was appointed Director of the Development Co-operation Directorate of 
the OECD in 2010. As Director, he has worked to strategically lead and orient 
development co-operation’s work to ensure that it continues to play a key role in 
shaping policies that promote sustainable development in support of the 
Millennium Development Goals. Prior to joining the OECD, he held senior positions 
at the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-operation (NORAD) headquarters, 
notably as Director of the Southern Africa Department where he implemented the 
first process of country-wide silent partnership with Malawi and Sweden. When he 
joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he acted as Deputy Director General of the 
Department for Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, where he was 
responsible for the overall management of the Norwegian bilateral assistance 
programme. 
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